Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ANKARA 05490 181257Z 
42 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO INRE-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 PM-04 NSC-05 

SP-02 SS-15 L-03 CIAE-00 INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-OO /049 W 

055332 

O 181220Z JUL 76 
FM AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC NIACT IMMEDIATE 4284 
INFO USMISSION NATO IMMEDIATE 
USNMR SHAPE IMMEDIATE 
USDOCOSOUTH NAPLES IMMEDIATE 
CINCNAVEUR LONDON IMMEDIATE 
USDOCOLANDSHOUTHEAE IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW IMMEDIATE 
AMCONSUL ISTANBUL IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 

CONFIDENTIAL ANKARA 5490 

E.O.l 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PLOS, MARR, TU, UR 

SUBJECT: BOSPHORUS TRANSIT OF KIEV AIRCRAFT CARRIER 

A TURK PRESS SOURCE HAS ADVISED ME THAT AS OF 
MID-DAY SUNDAY (JULY 18) TURK MFA IS INDIACTING THAT 
IT HAD NO REPEAT NO PRIOR KNOWLEDGE OF KIEV'S BOSPHOROUS 
TRANSIT. THE TRANSIT WAS COMPLETED SUNDAY JULY 18 SHORTLY 
AFTER 0730 ISTANBUL TIME. I PERSONALLY WITNESSED LATTER PORTION 
OF IT, HAVING BEEN IN ISTANBUL AT THE TIME AND HAVING 
BEEN ALERTED BY US CONGEN OFFICIAL RESIDING FURTHER 
UPSTREAM. EMBASSY HAS NOT REPEAT NOT CONTACTED MFA 
DIRECTLY AS I THINK IT BEST THAT SUCH AN INITIATIVE COME FROM 
A SIGNATORY TO THE MONTREAUX CONVENTION. UPON MY PREVIOUSLY 
SCHEDULED MID-MORNING RETURN TO ANKARA, HOWEVER, I DID GET 
IN TOUCH WITH MY UK COLLEAGUE HERE. SIR HORACE PHILLIPS 
HAD NOTHHEARD OF TRANSIT BUT HE ADVISED ME THAT SOVIETS HAD 
EARLIER GIVEN NOTICE THAT "CRUISER NUMBER 860" WOULD 
TRANSIT BOSPHOROUS ON JULY 18 AND THAT UK OFFICIALS HAD 
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SPECULATED THAT "CRUISER NUMBER 860" MIGHT TURN OUT TO THE 
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KIEV. 

VIEWED FROM THE STARBOARD SIDE, THE KIEV RESEMBLES 
A LARGE CRUISER WITH A FLATTENED OUT AFTER-SECTION. 

VIEWED FROM THE STERN, HOWEVER, IT IS UNMISTAKABLY AN 
AIRCRAFT CARRIER. FROM MY VANTAGE POINT, I COULD SEE NO 
FIXED WING AIRCRAFT ON DECK AND ONLY ONE 
HELICOPTER. 

MACOMBER 
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